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180 MONEY AND LEGAL TENDER. 

from Nature, true to local color and form, and barely indicating the 
" salient characteristics of plant and animal life, and rocky struct- 
ure." The book consists partly of verse, which, Mr. Avery tells us, 
makes no poetical pretension. But, whether it does or not, some 
of it contains much better poetry than is written in verses which 
make a great deal of such pretension. We have not space to 
quote, but must refer the reader to the book itself, in proof of the 
truth of what we say. Mr. Avery's " Pictures " would make, with 
some revision, a guide-book of a very high order ; but the prose 
style would need a little looking after by some remorseless re- 



7. — Money and Legal Tender in the United States. By H. R. 
Lindeeman, Director of the Mint. New York : G. P. Putnam's 
Sons. 1877. 12mo, pp. x-173. 

In this little manual Mr. Linderman has collected the laws relat- 
ing to coinage, legal tender, and the money standard. The infor- 
mation at the present time, when the currency question is undergo- 
ing, as it usually does in Congress at least every five years, a thor- 
ough reexamination, is valuable. Mr. Linderman does not share the 
delusions of the silver agitators, and his opinions on the subject of 
resumption and silver coinage are such as we could wish every one 
connected with the financial administration of the country held. He 
even goes so far as to intimate that the issue of forced paper legal- 
tender currency by the Government is invalid under the Constitu- 
tion ; but, as he is aware of the decisions of the Supreme Court on 
the subject, we hardly understand his position — though, to speak it 
with reverence, it may be doubted if the Supreme Court itself does. 



8. — Victor Hugo : Histoire d'un Crime — Deposition d>un Temoin. 
I. Premiere Journ'ee— Le Guet-apens. II. Deuxieme Journee 
— La Lutte. Paris : Callmann Lett, editeur. Ancienne Maison 
Michel Levy Freres. 1877. 8vo. 

Twenty-five years ago, or even twelve — nay, even five or six — 
this book would have been regarded on all hands as the most impor- 
tant of the day. It is the narration, by an eye-witness, of the memo- 
rable coup cP'etat of 1851, which put Louis Napoleon on the throne 
of France, and that eye-witness one of the most noted of living 
Frenchmen. It was written at the time, and by a succession of 



